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do so likewise; or, if need should be, as in this instance
of the corner-stone, to instruct them practically. What
is interesting, however, and still more important in
every way, he never lost sight of his own true dignity,
or weakened his personal or his official authority, by
any such condescensions. On the contrary, both
appeared only to be enhanced by familiarities which
such a mind alone could safely trust itself with, and
which, from their being totally devoid of affectation,
were always suitable to his character, and appropriate
to the circumstances as well as persons in whose favour
they were granted. This unreserved freedom of
manner, an officer, less gifted by nature, or not so
thoroughly master of his business in all its branches,
could hardly have indulged in; but in Sir Samuel
Hood's hands it became an instrument of great impor-
tance, and invariably turned the heartiest exertions of
every officer and man under him to his purpose, which, I
needscarcelyadd,was synonymouswith the public good.
The loss of such a man to the country at large, and
to the naval service in particular, was in many respects
irreparable; for although his example must ever dwell
deeply engraven on the minds of those who knew him
personally, he carried away with him to his early grave
very much which no instruction could impart, no
memory supply, nor indeed, any eulogium do justice
to. I allude chiefly to that rare combination of talent
and professional experience welded together by the
highest public spirit, animated to useful action by the
most ardent zeal which perhaps ever possessed an
officer. I have sometimes thought, that a professional
sketch of this great commander's career, including, as
it might readily and naturally be made to do, many of
the most important incidents of the lives of his great
contemporaries, Nelson, St. Vincent, and Collingwood,
would prove a useful practical manual for the rising
generation afloat.
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